
January 21, 2021 

 
The regular meeting of the Giles County School Board was held at 4:30 p.m. on January 21, 2021 in the School Administration Office Building 

Conference Room.  A closed meeting/work session was held at 3:30 p.m. prior to the meeting. Persons present were: 

 

   Jason B. Buckland    Dr. Terry E. Arbogast II, Superintendent 

   Melissa R. Guynn    Amanda J. Tickle, Clerk 

   Phillip A. Pennington   Lisa G. Mustain, Assistant Superintendent  

   Stephen M. Steele     

   Mark A. Wilburn      

  

 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Arbogast. 

 

 The Board, on motion of Mr. Buckland, with second by Mr. Wilburn and unanimous voting, went into a closed meeting under Section 

2.2-3711 of the Virginia Code and Paragraph 2. Discussion or consideration of admission or disciplinary matters or any other 

matters that would involve the disclosure of information contained in a scholastic record concerning any student of any public 

institution of higher education in the Commonwealth or any state school system and Paragraph 4. The protection of the privacy of 

individuals in personal matters not related to public business; Following discussion, Mrs. Guynn moved to go to regular session.  Mr. 

Buckland seconded the motion and voting was unanimous. The following Certification of the closed meeting was certified.  

 

 WHEREAS, the Giles School Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 

accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3711 (D) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this School Board that such closed meeting was 

conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Giles School Board hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, 

(I) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed 

meeting to which certification applies and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed 

meeting were heard, discussed or considered. 

  

VOTE   Ayes:  5  Nays:  0 

 

There was no action from closed session. 

 

 

                                                        

Clerk of the Giles County School Board   Date 
 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The Board, on motion of Mr. Pennington, with second by Mr. Buckland and unanimous voting, approved the Superintendent's January 21, 2021 

School Board Meeting Agenda. Mr. Buckland made a motion to add the NEMS heating discussion to the agenda.  Dr. Arbogast stated that it was on 

his report to discuss, so Mr. Bucckland withdrew the motion. 

 

2021 ORGANIZATION 

Mr. Pennington nominated Mr. Steele for Chairman.  Second was made by Mrs. Wilburn.  The voting for Mr. Steele was unanimous.   

 

Mr. Pennington nominated Mr. Buckland for Vice-Chairman.  Second was made by Mrs. Guynn.  Voting for Mr. Buckland is 

unanimous.  Mr. Buckland abstained.   

 

The Board, on motion of Mr. Wilburn, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, approved the third Thursday at 4:30 PM 

as the monthly meeting date and time for the 2021 School Board meetings. 

 

The Board, on motion of Mr. Buckland, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, appointed Amanda Tickle as School 

Board Clerk for 2021.  The Board, on motion of Mr. Buckland, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, approved Terry 
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Arbogast as the Deputy Clerk for 2021.  Voting was unanimous. 

 

The Board, on motion of Mr. Wilburn, with second by Mrs. Guynn and unanimous voting, nominated Mrs. Mustain as the 

Superintendent’s designee for 2021.  Voting was unanimous.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

The School Board on motion of Mr. Buckland, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, opened the public hearing for 

comments on the 2021-2022 budget.  There were no comments on the budget.  The School Board, on motion of Mrs. Guynn, with 

second by Mr. Wilburn and unanimous voting, closed the public hearing on the 2021-2022 school budget. 

 

Ms. Madison Lilly, NHS Student Board Representative, attended the meeting to give an update on behalf of Narrows High School.  

She stated that people are a little nervous about sticking with their decision to go all virtual or in person and not being able to change 

that.  She stated that she thinks people are excited to go back 4 days.   

 

 

 APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 

The Board, on motion of Mr. Pennington, with second by Mr. Wilburn and unanimous voting, accepted the Superintendent's 

recommendation to approve the following consent items: 

 

A. Meeting Minutes 

1. Regular & Special – December 10th, 16th and January 8th, 2021 
 

 B. Financial Data  

1. Payrolls to include 

2. Payment of Bills  

3. December 2020 Revenue and Expenditure Reports 

4. Confirmation of Surplus Items  

5. Appropriation Request for February 2021 

    TO: Christopher McKlarney 

    Interim Administrator for Giles County 

   FR: Dr. Terry E. Arbogast, II 

    Division Superintendent 

   RE: February 2021 Appropriation 

   

 The following is the appropriation request for the month of February 2021.   This is for the eighth month of the fiscal year 2020-2021.  I would 

appreciate the Board's consideration of this request. The request for the operating budget is consistent with the approved operating budget submitted 

by the School Board.   

   Original Monthly Appropriation Request:  $ 2,395,142.00 

   (Operating + Flow-thru) 

   Total:      $ 2,395,142.00 

 

 This request is one-twelfth of the operating budget and includes the anticipated monthly expenditures in the flow-thru account.  Our year to date 

appropriation and expenditures are contained in the monthly summary.  If you have questions, please feel free to let me know. 

 

  Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

   /at 

 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT  

A. The Superintendent recommended action and Board approval of the following personnel/contractual items: 

 
1. The School Board, on motion of Mrs. Guynn, with second by Mr. Buckland and unanimous voting, confirmed the following 

Employment: Amanda Brooks - NEMS Teacher Assistant (1-19-21) 

 
2. The School Board, on motion of Mr. Pennington, with second by Mrs. Guynn and unanimous voting, confirmed the 

following Athletic Contracts: Mandy Havens - GHS Varsity Assistant Girls Basketball  
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3. The School Board, on motion of Mr. Pennington, with second by Mrs. Guynn and unanimous voting, approved the bid of 

RFP 8-2020 WAN Internet Line (GCTC).  Bids were received from 3 separate companies.  I have listed company names as well as 

pricing below: 

Pemtel            $2,150 / month  ($25,800 / year) 

Shentel            $2,450 / month  ($29,400 / year) 

Suddenlink      $2,603 / month  ($31,225 / year)   
  

B. The School Board, on motion of Mr. Wilburn, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, approved the updated 

policy services agreement for one year, with an option to renew at the same price through January 31, 2024. 

 

 

CONCERNS/COMMENTS 

Mr. Buckland stated that he is pleased that we got kids 4 - 7 back in school and is looking forward to grades 8 - 12 coming back full 

time.  He asked that the public help with efforts to help keep our schools open.   

 

Mr. Buckland stated it was good to see some basketball games under our belt.   

 

Mr. Buckland thanked the teachers, staff and administration for keeping us going. 

 

Mr. Wilburn stated that he is opposed to having kids go back full time right now with the numbers spiking.   

 

Mr. Wilburn stated that over the years, there are many teachers that have affected each of us.  This week, we lost a very special 

gentleman this week from Giles High School.  He spoke to his teacher and they both admired each other so much.  Also, prayers for 

Nate Simpkins and his family as he is dealing with some health problems.  Teachers have also made an impact on this young man, as 

he has also made an impact on them. 

 

Mrs. Guynn stated that she is also happy to have 4 - 7 back full time.  Thanks to all the principals and staff for helping to make this 

happen and keeping our buildings going. 

 

Mrs. Guynn stated that she is happy to see the MACC teams up and running.   

 

Mr. Pennington thanked Madison for attending the meeting and giving an update on NHS. 

 

Mr. Pennington thanked Terry, Amanda, Lisa and all the teachers, bus drivers and all staff for doing an amazing job.  A thank you is 

not enough - he really appreciates all everyone has done. 

 

Mr. Pennington also thanked the School Board for what they do every day.  It’s not easy sitting up there making hard decisions. 

 

Mr. Steele asked the public to continue to have patience and they are going to continue working to get our kids back to school and do 

the best they can.   

 

Dr. Arbogast stated that the enrollment as of yesterday is 2,236, which is a decrease of 5 from December 18.  We also have 605 full 

time virtual students.  

 

Dr. Arbogast stated that as we move forward to next year we will need to continue to have some aspects of virtual learning available.  

We are looking into two different options for virtual learning.  Since the Region VII Virtual Academy MOU was approved at the last 

meeting, we need to have a school board member as part of the virtual academy board.   The School Board, on motion of Mr. 

Pennington, with second by Mr. Buckland and unanimous voting, approved Mr. Steele as the GCPS representative to the Region VII 

Virtual Academy board.   

 

Dr. Arbogast discussed the NEMS boiler.  He stated that we need to have a conversation with an architectural firm if we want to try to 
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get the work done this summer.  The consensus of the board was to talk with T & L since they have already done a lot of work on the 

boilers.  Dr. Arbogast stated that we could use carryover from the 2018-19 SY that was designated for the boilers, as well as carryover 

from the 2019-20 SY.  Dr. Arbogast will be in touch with T & L to get a fee and scope of services from them.   

 

Dr. Arbogast discussed a heating issue at the NHS Ag Shop building.  Our maintenance crew feels that they can fix this unit, which 

will be approximately $11K.  If we have a contractor come in, it would be about $16K.   

 

Dr. Arbogast thanked Kristie Williams and the hospital staff for taking care of our staff vaccines.  It is greatly appreciated!   

 

Dr. Arbogast also mentioned using 2018-19 carryover to fix the wall and testing at EEMS.  The School Board, on motion of Mr. 

Buckland, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, approved this recommendation.   

 

Dr. Arbogast stated that he has checked into using CARES money to cover officiating costs and it is not an allowable expense. 

 

Dr. Arbogast discussed the School Board retreat and asked board members whether they wanted to meet in person or just be provided 

the information.  The consensus of the board was to meet in person with all administrations on February 12th and 18th.   

 

Dr. Arbogast shared that he received information from GEA regarding the 2020-2021 salary study from VEA.   

 

Dr. Arbogast stated that we had a request from the BOS to alter our monthly appropriation request that we submit to them.  He stated 

that we would continue the conversation during the monthly meeting with the BOS members.   

 

Dr. Arbogast stated that he forwarded them the updated CIP.  Another facilities meeting will be scheduled to discuss this further. 

 

Board members discussed nominations for the VSBA Honor Roll.  The consensus of the board was to nominate Carilion Giles 

Community Hospital and the New River Health District. 

 

IN OTHER ACTION… 

The School Board, on motion of Mr. Buckland, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, approved a STEM scholarship 

to be offered.   

 
NEXT BOARD MEETING 

The next School Board Meeting will be held Thursday, February 18th, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. in conjunction with the School Board retreat.   

   

The Chairman, on motion of Mr. Wilburn, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

______________________                                                                                              

Chairman                                    Clerk   


